
Creativity and academic capability for the real world inside higher education : 
Features associated with creativity or with being creative regardless of disciplinary, pedagogic or problem working context (Jackson and Shaw 2006)
· Being imaginative – generating new ideas, thinking out of the boxes we normally inhabit, looking beyond the obvious, seeing the world in different ways so that it can be explored and understood better.

· Being original. This embodies: 

· the quality of newness for example: inventing and producing new things or doing things no one has done before; 
· being inventive with someone else’s ideas or products – recreation, reconstruction, recontextualization, redefinition, adapting things that have been done before, doing things that have been done before but differently; in performance this is improvisation;
· and, the idea of significance – there are different levels and notions of significance but utility and value are integral to the idea.

· Having an enquiring disposition, being curious – willing to explore, experiment and take risks i.e. the attitude and motivation to engage in exploration and the ability to search purposefully in appropriate ways in order to find and discover. It is necessary to work in an uncertain world and often requires people to move from the known to the unknown.
· Being resourceful – using your knowledge, capability, relationships, powers to persuade and influence, and physical resources to overcome whatever challenge or problems are encountered and to exploit opportunities as they arise.
· Being able to combine, connect, synthesise complex and incomplete data/situations/ideas/ contexts in order to see the world freshly/differently to understand it better and solve problems.
· Being able to think critically and analytically – its not enough to generate lots of ideas we also have to be able to evaluate and judge them in order to distinguish useful ideas from those that are not so useful and make good decisions about how to act.
· Being able to represent ideas and communicate them to others – the capacity to sell ideas and show people possibilities, opportunities and solutions in ways that make sense to them, persuade them or inspire them.
Q 
Are these generic dimensions of creativity relevant to your disciplinary and professional fields?
Q       Are these characteristics also relevant to other contexts?
Jackson N J and Shaw M (2006) Developing subject perspectives on creativity in Higher Education. In N J Jackson et al (eds) Developing Creativity in Higher Education: An imaginative curriculum Routledge Abingdon 89-108

Available on line at: http://imaginativecurriculumnetwork.pbworks.com/Creativity-in-the-disciplines

Emerging propositions for a curriculum that facilitates development of students’ capability (including their creativity) for the real world outside higher education (Jackson 2010)
In order to facilitate students’ creative development for the real world we must create a curriculum that –
Proposition 1 : gives them the freedom and empowers them to make choices so that they can find deeply satisfying and personally challenging situations that inspire and require their creativity.  A curriculum should nurture their spirit: their will to be and become a better more developed person and create new value in the world around them
Proposition 2:  enables them to experience and appreciate knowledge and knowing in all its forms. And enables them to experience and appreciate themselves as knower, maker, player, narrator and enquirer
Proposition 3 : enables them to appreciate the significance of being able to deal with situations and to see situations as the fundamental opportunity for being creative. They need to be empowered to create new situations individually and with others by connecting people and transferring, adapting and integrating ideas, resources and opportunities, in an imaginative, wilful and productive way, to solve problems and create new value.

Proposition  4:  prepares them for and gives them experiences of adventuring in uncertain and unfamiliar situations, through which they encounter and learn to deal with situations that do not always result in success but which do not penalise ‘mistakes’ or failure to reach a successful outcome 

Proposition 5 : enables them to develop and practice the repertoire of communication and literacy skills they need to be effective in a modern world 

Proposition 6: encourages people to behave ethically and with social responsibility
Proposition 7: engenders a commitment to personal and cooperative learning and the continuing development of capability for the demands of any situation and the more strategic development of capability for future learning
Q Does the current curriculum provide these sorts of experiences for developing capability for the real world outside higher education?
Q What’s missing?  Please let me know norman.jackson@surrey.ac.uk
Jackson N J (2010) Developing Creativity through Lifewide Education. Available on-iline at: http://imaginativecurriculumnetwork.pbworks.com
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